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By Courtney Warren
Canton Academy has seen huge 

growth within the last two years, from the pre-school up to the high school. With that in mind, leadership has been a top priority for the board and the head of school. Dawn Blanton will 
join the Panther family this spring 
semester as the elementary principal. 
“I am thrilled about joining Canton 

Academy, primarily because of the 
incredible individuals who make up 
the entire Canton Academy family,” 
said Blanton. “The opportunity to 
work with the exceptional students, 
supportive parents, dedicated faculty 
and committed staff at Canton Acad-
emy is very exciting to me. Blanton holds a master’s degree 

in education and has a deep under-
standing of the unique needs of 
young students. School officials say 
her dedication to creating an engag-
ing and supportive learning environ-
ment is evident in her previous roles 
as teacher, performing arts director, 
guidance counselor, and member 
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of Madison-Ridgeland Academy’s 
administrative team for the last ten 
years. As a proud mother of four 
sons and grandmother to two, she 
says she understands the incredible 
privilege and responsibility of nur-
turing young minds and hearts, the 
CA motto. “During my brief interac-tions and visits to cam-pus events, it has be-come evident that the school’s great-est asset is its people,” Blan-ton said. “Can-ton Academy has not only wonderful stu-dents and fam-ilies, but also a team of passion-ate educators as its faculty.”“The leadership is deeply committed to enhancing the school’s al-ready established foundation of 

excellence. Witnessing the enthusi-
asm and dedication of both the teach-
ing staff and the leadership team has 
reinforced my belief in the school’s 
tremendous potential for strategic 
growth in all facets. I am genuine-
ly enthusiastic about being part of 

all the Lord has planned for Canton 
Academy’s future,” said Blanton. 
Head of School Ryan Laster said,  

“Canton Academy is excited about 
the recent growth in our school, 
which has been specifically seen in 
the elementary school. The addition 
of Dawn Blanton as our elemen-tary principal is a blessing because we know she brings many years of experience in edu-cation to Canton Academy. We are looking for-ward to the fu-ture of the ele-mentary with Mrs. Blanton at the helm.”Blanton’s ap-proach is all about open com-munication and collaboration. She believes in the impor-tance of strong partnerships 

with parents, teachers and staff to 
ensure the best possible educational 
experience for the students. Those 
who know her say her commitment 
to building these relationships is one 
of her many strengths. “I hope to bring my love for chil-

dren, passion for excellence in Chris-

tian education and desire to build re-
lationships with families and fellow 
educators to Canton Academy. I feel 
so honored to have this opportunity, 
and consider it a privilege to serve 
Canton Academy in this capacity,” 
said Blanton. Blanton’s expertise extends beyond 

traditional education, as she has 
also successfully directed a thriv-
ing performing arts program for ten 
years. Through this role, she culti-
vated creativity and talent among 
students, showcasing her commit-
ment to fostering the development of 
well-rounded students.“Having been involved in Christian 

education for over twenty years, I 
bring a wide range of experiences to 
my new role at Canton Academy. I 
think my time at MRA has been in-
valuable, as I have witnessed first-
hand MRA’s growth and develop-
ment over the past ten years.”“MRA’s leadership and commit-

ment to excellence in Christian edu-
cation has well prepared me to serve 
Canton Academy in my next chap-
ter,” Blanton said. “I am very excited 
to get started in January, and can’t 
wait to welcome the students and 
families back to campus in 2024.”
For more information about Canton 

Academy and enrollment, visit can-
tonacademy.org.
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What do you love about Canton? A love letter to the City of Lights
Canton Tourism:

 I guess I would have to say I 
love Canton for all the oppor-
tunities it has offered me over 
the years I have lived here. 
The great sense of community 
has made it a wonderful place 
to live. Also the people. I have 
made many great friends here. 

Canton is a survivor! I love the 
quaintness of the town, as a whole. 
It carries so much amazing history! 
It’s a surviving, while being a 
thriving through it town. It’s 
like a sponge, in the midst of 
an ocean. It soaks up all the 
adversities and always stay a 
float. Sometimes it may seem 
like an ember covered with ash. 
Then comes along that someone, 
with that burst of fresh air, rekin-
dling hope! It survives because 
there are enough caring people in 
and for Canton! 

From a tourism point of view, 
I love Canton because it is a 
quaint Southern town, with lots 
of history and interesting facts 
that I can share with our visi-
tors. From a personal point of 
view, I love Canton because of 
the people who live here. There 
are people who celebrate with 
you during your highest times, 
but also support and lift you up 
during your lowest times. 

Charlotte Wilson:
 I love Canton because Can-
ton, with the most charming 
town square in our state, is a 
beautiful, quaint little town 
filled with rich history, 
friendly, kind and helpful 
people. It is a happy place 

to live, work and play.

I love Canton because it’s 
“home.” I married and raised 
my family in Canton. I have lived 
here my whole life and it brings 
me comfort and a feeling of ac-
ceptance. Thank you, Canton, for 
the many wonderful memories 
throughout my life. There is no 
place like home! 

CPSD superintendent: Gary Hannah
Canton reminds me of my 
hometown of Holly Springs, 
Mississippi. The people here 
are very proud of their city and 
have a strong love for the com-
munity, which speaks volumes 
about its growth and accom-
plishments over the years. I am 
definitely proud to be a part of 
the community and brag about 
it wherever I go! Love Canton!

Kylie Melons: What we love about being in Canton is having the opportunity to serve our customers who 
become family and provide them with the best products and customer service. Canton makes it easy for our mar-
ket to have that “at home” feel and happy atmosphere that makes local folks and visitors always 
feel welcome and special. At Kylie Melons, our goal is to not just sell great 

items, but to be a place that’s warm, fun, and inviting–a real 
destination right here in Canton! 
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TIGERS WIN BASKETBALL

State Championship

Special to The Canton News 

Packed with over 8,700 fans, the deafening noise of support pushed the Canton High School Tigers to victory. The MHSAA basketball championships were held on 

Friday, March 1 at Mississippi Coliseum in Jackson. It’s been more than five decades since what was known as Rogers High School, now Canton High, won two cham-

pionships in 1967 and 1969.

The boys varsity team went into the championship with a 26-4 record, playing Yazoo City High School (28-6) for the MHSAA Class 5A state championship.

Securing the win at the final buzzer, the Tigers were victorious with a final score of 58-40. 

The girls varsity team was also a force to be reckoned with and made an impressive standing during their championship game, where they fell short to Laurel with a 

final score of 40-32. 

Head Coach Brian Townsend said, “We’re not perfect, but our grind is relentless. The overall feeling is undescribable. Bringing a championship to the city of Canton has 

been something I’ve always wanted to do and to do it with these group of guys made it even more special. My players said they did not want to feel the hurt and pain like 

last year losing in the semifinals, so they never forgot that feeling. They worked during school, after school, and plus they became closer as a team outside of practice. 

The bond they have is incredible which shows on the court.”

CHS Principal Dr. Pamela Self said, “ I am very proud of both teams for reaching the state championship games this season. The boys have worked hard in the classroom 

and on the basketball court to achieve their goals.”

all photos Special to the Canton News 
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Quilt guild to
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By Courtney Warren
With technology ev-er-present and constantly updating, the idea of “rise and grind” became a pop-ular mentality. However, there has recently been a surge in the “anti-hustle” lifestyle after the burnout of constant stimulation. Finding hobbies that bring joy rather than money and doing things for a sense of peace has brought older crafting arts to the fore-front once again. 

On most social media platforms, one can search “modern em-broidery,” “embroidery art,” or “modern quilting” to find beau-tiful craftsmanship, as people spend less of their time scrolling and more time using their hands. While many are discovering these new art forms and media, there are many who have been fabric artists for years – even decades. 
The Allison’s Wells Quilt Guild has been meeting regularly since the 1980s to create quilts for donations and raffles, as well as to share their love of quilting, embroidery, and the like. The guild has a program for each meeting, such as demonstra-tions on binding and various techniques. They also work on quilts together. While one member might create several blocks for a quilt, another will embellish the blocks. 

The Allison’s Wells Quilt Guild Spring Quilt Show will take place April 18-19 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. and April 20 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Can-ton Welcome Center.
The 2024 Fundrais-er Quilt is “Santa and Friends.’ To support this fundraiser, patrons can purchase $1 raffle tickets at Twin Oaks Crafts, 745 Highway 49 South, Rich-land. Raffle tickets may also be purchased at the quilt show. 

host Spring Quilt Show
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our new everyday gifts
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By Courtney Warren

Canton is known as the city of lights, however its history remains rich in other arts, as well. 

Canton is proud to host the Mississippi Art Colony. 

The Smithsonian lists Mississippi Art Colony as the country’s oldest artist-run  organization of its kind. Mississippi Art Colony has been guided by a collective of  artist 

members for 75 years. Their activities are funded through fees from workshop sessions, grants from the Mississippi Arts Commission, and generous  contributions from 

supporters who value the arts and appreciate the  contributions of artists with a wide range of unique perspectives. 

JoAnn Gordon, director of the Canton Convention and Visitors Bureau, said she was excited to see the Mississippi Art Colony return to Canton due to its roots in the city.

The late Inez Wallace of Canton helped found the Mississippi Art Colony and  “We pay homage to the fact that it belongs to Canton. We used to have it every year, and 

now we are bringing it back, because it’s part of Canton’s history and heritage. Our Canton Convention and Visitors Bureau created the Allison Wells Center for Arts and 

Crafts. We support the arts and try to create an environment where we have artisans and craftsman year round.” Canton has a plethora of artisans. 

“We have painters, we have art exhibits, we have film makers, we have the Allison Wells quilters, we have the rug hookers, and we have rockers. We are all about the 

artisans and cultivating the art culture in Canton,” said Gordon.

“Colony” is an invitation-only community providing arts learning experiences for  adult artists. By providing week-long practicum experiences with a qualified guest  

artist facilitator, their goal is to help Mississippi artists develop their artistic  abilities, build their professional skills, build community with other artists, and  ultimately 

keep the visual arts scene thriving in Mississippi. 

Colony members come together twice a year, spring and fall, to spend a week  creating without the distractions and hindrances that everyday life often  presents. Each 

session offers an opportunity for attendees to submit work for the  Colony Traveling Show adjudicated by the session’s guest artist. This current exhibit was curated by 

Mark Rigsby in April of 2024. A limited number of works is selected for this show and represents the spirit of Colony and the  accomplishments of the artists. 

 “We are so excited to have the traveling show back. It’s such an honor to have been selected and to be able to host this show for a month,” said Gordon. 

For more information about the Mississippi Art Colony, go to www.msartcolony.net. and for more on Canton visit cantontourism.com.

MISSISSIPPI ART COLONY returns to canton

all photos Special to The Canton News  
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Special to The Canton News

Family is everything to Victoria Green, a Canton native who recent-
ly gradu-
ated from 
the Uni-
versity of 
Mississip-
pi with a 
Doctor of 
Pharmacy.
As a 

young 
adult, she 
took pride 
in assist-
ing with the care of her maternal grand-mother, riding the bus to her grand-mother’s house every day to make sure she took her daily medica-tions.

“That hands-on experience intro-duced me to the world of medica-tions, how they work and the posi-

tive impact they have on health and well-being,” she said. “I realized I wanted my future career to revolve around medications, improving health outcomes and healing peo-ple.”
She made a promise to herself that she would pursue a career in pharmacy for her maternal grand-mother. She shared her ambitions with her paternal grandmother, who beamed with pride at the idea of Green becoming the first doctor in the family.

“I began this path for one grand-mother and will continue it in honor of another,” Green said. “Throughout my profession, I will always carry the love and inspi-ration of them both as they watch over me from above.”
Pursuing her chosen field at the UM School of Pharmacy felt natu-ral, offering her the chance to study in a nationally-ranked program close to home. Laying eyes on the 

Pharmacy graduate Victoria Green makes good on a promise
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cont. on page 3

Mississippi’s largest economic development project breaks groundSpecial to The Canton News 

Madison County Economic Devel-opment Authority (MCEDA) re-cently announced that Amazon Web Services, Inc. (AWS) is construct-ing multiple data center campuses in two Madison County industrial parks. With a planned capital in-vestment of $10 billion, AWS is the largest economic development project in Mississippi’s history. Ad-ditionally, the company will create at least 1,000 new jobs in Madison County.
The new technology-centered cam-puses will signal a new chapter in Madison County’s technological landscape.
MCEDA and Madison County say they have strategically prepared its sites over the past five-plus years for speed-to-market, allowing the County to land this economic devel-opment project. They say the county is an ideal space for technological development and its forward-think-ing approach, as showcased by the 

County’s readiness for AWS.AWS is the world’s most compre-hensive and broadly adopted cloud. These data centers will enable cus-tomers of all sizes and across all industries, such as healthcare, man-ufacturing, automotive, financial services, public sector, telecom and more to transform their businesses. Millions of customers—including the fastest-growing startups, larg-est enterprises, and leading gov-ernment agencies—are using AWS to lower costs, become more agile and innovate faster. The new data centers will contain computer serv-ers, data storage drives, networking equipment, and other forms of tech-nology infrastructure used to power cloud computing.
Governor Tate Reeves said, ““Mis-sissippi has done it again. This re-cord-shattering $10 billion private sector investment will not only cre-ate 1,000 high-tech, high-paying jobs for Mississippians, but it will 

Special to The Canton News  

Ole Miss campus and visiting the pharmacy school sealed the deal.In her time as a student, Green has cultivated a reputation as a lead-er with a servant’s heart, a strong work ethic and a sunny personality that is infectious to those around her.
“When I had Victoria on rota-tion with me, she greeted me with a smile every day and asked how I was doing,” said Jamie Wagner, clinical associate professor at the Medical Center campus. “She al-ways remembered what I had going on in my life and asked for updates about people, stories and just me in general.”

“Her care and concern for others extends beyond her required duties as a pharmacist and are just innate to her. She cares with her whole heart, and you really feel that she cares about you. She is definitely one of a kind.”
Green credits her positive, can-

do attitude to her parents, praising them for keeping her motivated and uplifted.
“Remembering my purpose – to help patients and make a difference in their lives – helps me stay fo-cused and optimistic, even during challenging times,” she said. “Having a strong support system, whether it’s friends, family, peers or mentors, is invaluable.”As the first in her family to pur-sue higher education, Green said her unique journey has been full of both challenges and opportunities. Navigating the college applications and financial aid processes, for ex-ample, felt overwhelming, but she knows the importance of her jour-ney extends beyond herself.“As a first-generation student, I’m eager to serve as a guide and inspi-ration to younger generations of my family as they embark on their educational journeys,” she said. 

cont. on page 3
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With technology ever-present and constantly updating, the idea of 

“rise and grind” became a popular mentality. However, there has 

recently been a surge in the “anti-hustle” lifestyle after the burnout 

of constant stimulation. Finding hobbies that bring joy rather than 

money and doing things for a sense of peace has brought older craft-

ing arts to the forefront once again. 
On most social media platforms, one can search “modern 

embroidery,” “embroidery art,” or “modern quilting” to find 

beautiful craftsmanship, as people spend less of their time 

scrolling and more time using their hands. 

While many are discovering these new art forms and me-

dia, there are those who have been fabric artists for years 

– even decades. 
The Allison Wells Quilt Guild has been meeting regularly 

since the 1980s to create quilts for donations and raffles, as 

well as to share their love of quilting, embroidery, and 

the like. 
The guild has a program for each meeting, such as 

demonstrations on binding and various techniques. 

They also work on quilts together. While one member 

might create several blocks for a quilt, another will em-

bellish the blocks. 
These meetings are also a time for show and tell, which 

was a favorite moment for your Canton News editor. 

As these quilt artists pulled their various creations out 

and allowed the fabric to spill across the table, it was 

impossible not to run one’s hands over the craftsman-

ship. Audible gasps were heard when two particular 

quilts were unfolded. One incomplete quilt displayed 

turkeys created through various pieces of 

tea on the porch during a crisp fall morn-

ing. The other was made up of one-inch pieces of fabric 

and then finished with delicate details sewn into the sides. 

This is truly an art form. There are even quilting artists who do 

all of their quilting by hand. 
With plans to spend hours on their creations and then turn around 

and give many of them to those in need, whether that be women battling breast 

cancer or older veterans who have served the country, these quilters are serious 

about their work. 
Currently, the quilters are working on a Christmas quilt, with the idea to “let every-

one be as creative as possible.” The only direction was that it be Christmas-themed.  

As this editor writes this story under her very own quilt made by a dear friend, it’s no 

wonder why this craft is so special. These quilters stitch love and care into their pieces 

and are eager to teach and share with the Canton community about the art of quilting. 

The group has about twenty members who pay $10 a year in dues. They meet every 

Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. until noon at the Canton Visitors and Convention Center on 

the square in downtown Canton. Their business meeting is on the third Tuesday of 
each month. Contact canton@canton-
tourism.com for more information.
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fabric and a beautiful fall-themed back-

ing. It immediately 
brought thoughts of warm mugs of 
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Multi-Dose Packaging now available!  Organize your 

medication by date and time in easy to take packages.  

Stop the confusion - and take the correct 
medications at the correct time. 
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Special to The Canton News

Two Mississippi entities will each 
be the beneficiary of a $50,000 
grant awarded by the Nissan Foun-
dation, part of a $1.2 million grant 
program that provided funds to 
forty-four nonprofits who promote 
cultural understanding that leads to 
acceptance and appreciation of in-
dividuals’ differences. 
The Foundation for Mississippi 

History, “Two Mississippi Muse-
ums School Visits Program,” and 
the GRAMMY Museum Missis-
sippi, “Soul of the Movement Ed-
ucation Program,” each received 
$50,000 grants.
The total grant award is the most 

the Foundation has awarded in a 
single grant cycle.  Grant recipients 
are based in communities surround-
ing Nissan facilities in Southern  
California, middle Tennessee, cen-
tral Mississippi (Canton), Dallas/Ft. 
Worth, southeast Michigan,  New 
York City, north central New Jersey 
and Atlanta.  
The Nissan Foundation has award-

ed approximately $17 million to 
more than one hundred fifty non-
profits since its founding in 1992. 
The Nissan Foundation was created 
as a direct  response to the civil un-
rest that followed the Rodney King 
trial verdict. At that time,  Nissan’s 
then-U.S. sales headquarters was 
based just blocks from the riot’s 
epicenter. 
“In the thirty-two years since the 

Nissan Foundation was created, it 
has helped organizations – big and 
small – develop and grow program-
ming designed to increase under-
standing and acceptance of what 
makes us different,” says Chan-
dra Vasser, president of the Nissan 
Foundation and Nissan’s first chief 
diversity, equity and inclusion offi-
cer. “It’s an honor  to uplift the im-
portant work of our grantees who 
are bettering our world by provid-
ing  safe spaces to explore our simi-
larities while celebrating our differ-
ences.”  
The 2024 grantees include mobile 

education programs, museums, his-
tory centers,  libraries, and other 

nonprofits promoting the many ben-
efits that diversity brings to society. 
Each funded program aligns with 
the Nissan Foundation’s mission of 
building community by valuing cul-
tural diversity. 
“I am thrilled that we’re able to 

further the innovative programming 
of forty-four grantees this year,” 

Nissan Foundation awards $100K in grants to two Mississippi entities

All photos Special to The Canton News  

said Ali Tonn, Nissan Foundation 
executive director. “These organi-
zations are continually coming up 
with ways to reach new audiences 
and share the benefits of living and 
working together in a diverse soci-
ety.”  
The 2025 Nissan Foundation grant 

cycle will begin in October. Local 

nonprofit organizations who are 
based in central Mississippi and 
who are working to bring diverse 
cultural perspectives, experiences 
and voices to communities across 
the country may be eligible to apply.
Applicants based in a Nissan af-

filiate market who can demonstrate 
that their programming increases 
understanding and acceptance of 
society’s myriad cultural differenc-
es are invited to submit a Letter of 
Intent. Nissan will begin accepting 
those letters on October 1, 2024. All 
Letters of Intent must be received by 
4 p.m. CST on November 4, 2024. 
The Nissan Foundation will an-

nounce 2025 grantees in July 2025. 
Organizations invited to submit a 
full proposal are notified in Janu-
ary. Proposals are due in March, 
and awards are announced in June. 
Funded projects must be imple-
mented no earlier than July and can 
run through June of the following 
year. For more information about 
the Nissan Foundation and its ap-
plication process, visit the Nissan 
Foundation website at www.Nissa-
nUSA.com/about/community.html.
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WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE
WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE
WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE
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Special to The Canton News

The Canton Public School District Tigers and the Canton Academy Panthers 

are on the prowl! Student-athletes began their respective seasons in softball, 

volleyball, and football recently with several wins to add to their schedules. For 

more information visit cantonschools.net or cantonacademy.org

GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON TO
GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON TO

OUR TIGERS & PANTHERS!
OUR TIGERS & PANTHERS!GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON TO

OUR TIGERS & PANTHERS!
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Don’t let the flu stop you!
Call for an appointment  

or walkins welcome.

CPSD earns C
Special to The Canton News
The Canton Public School District has earned a C-rating for the 2023-2024 school year from the Mississippi 

Department of Education’s accountability system. According to Superintendent Gary Hannah, “We are 
proud to remain successful for three years in a row. All of our elementary schools earned A and B ratings. 
While we lost some momentum in our middle and high schools, we are working diligently to regain their 
B-ratings. Our dedicated teachers, students, and administrators are persevering as we continue to work 
hard to achieve our goals as we strive for excellence.”

DISTRICT  -C  (557)
REUBEN B. MYERS CSAS  -A  (490)
CANTON ELEMENTARY  -A  (471)
GOODLOE ELEMENTARY  -B  (387)

McNEAL ELEMENTARY  -B  (379)
CANTON HIGH/CNGA  -C  (588)
HUEY PORTER MIDDLE  -C  (330)
NICHOLS MIDDLE  -F  (242)
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We are thank�l for Madison County residents

 with their support and business in 2024.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Mr. Millet: The Barefoot Butter-Eating Man 

By Guest Columnist Amelia Rose Cook

When the question “What is your lifestyle?” is asked, the same answers are usually given: having a healthy lifestyle, a busy schedule, a lot of school-

work, the list continues. Everyone has somewhat of the same lifestyles, with a little tweak of their own personal liking to get through their day smoothly. 

But then there is Mr. Millet, the Canton Academy Art and Life Skills teacher, the man who defies the norm.  

In the eighth grade, I moved from the coast to Canton, Mississippi. As I walked through the doors of Canton Academy on my first day, I wondered what 

my teachers would be like. I began to have conversations with students and found an opportunity to ask what I was most curious about: “Who is y’all’s 

favorite teacher?”  

if he was even real. They could not believe that this man was walking the halls of Canton Academy. 

Mr. Millet is nothing short of interesting. He is always doing something new and different from any 

other person that I know. However, what I admire most about him is that he does not care what other 

people think about him. 

While I always enjoy seeing the odd things that he does, I watch his character. He is one of the most 

interesting, uplifting and high-spirited people that I have ever met. Without Mr. Millet, I would not be 

able to not care what other people think of me. 

When I asked someone why they thought he does all these things and how he can live life not caring 

what others think of him, they answered, “Amelia, it’s not as hard as it seems. As you grow up, you will 

find your purpose in life. Mr. Millet has found that his purpose is to make other people smile. If it’s be-

cause they are making fun of him, at least he’s doing my job. Three years from now, he probably won’t 

even remember what their first names are. Mr. Millet lives in the present and does what he wants to do.” 

He has had such an impact in my life, from his barefoot-butter eating lifestyle to his unawareness of 

him being a role model in my life.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Amelia Rose is a senior at Canton Academy. She is the daughter of Jay and Kristi 

Cook.  

As I listened to everyone’s answers, the same name was repeated: “Mr. Millet!” They explained to me that we would 

not be able to have him until our junior year, but that he was everyone’s favorite, anyway.  

I asked for a description of him, so I could get an idea of what he was like. 

“He’s tall and thin with white hair and wears neon green and black track shoes,” one student said.  

I responded, “Oh! He’s the track coach, too? That’s cool.”  

“Oh no,” another student said. “That’s just what he wears if he’s not wearing any shoes.”  

I thought to myself, Who wears track shoes as regular shoes? And what did they mean “if” he wears shoes? I was in 

for a treat when I met Mr. Millet for the first time. 

As I grew older, I watched Mr. Millet. Without even being in his class, I knew he was an interesting guy. He laughed 

at almost anything, and everyone greeted him when they passed him in the hall. He was just known as the type of guy 

everyone loves. 
My junior year came, and I was so excited to finally have him as my teacher. 

“Welcome, juniors! I’m Mr. Millet, your Art and Life Skills teacher,” he said on the first day 

of school. I looked down and dropped my jaw as I saw his bare feet. Those students were 

right. 
He explained what we would all be doing throughout the year and what field trips we would 

be taking. That is when he got right into it. He opened the cabinet behind him and pulled out 

a glass bottle of olive oil and a Styrofoam cup. He poured about two tablespoons of the oil 

into the cup and went back to the cabinet to get hot sauce. He then poured the hot sauce into 

the cup and began to drink it.

I stared in amazement and asked what in the world he was doing. 

He explained, “Drinking olive oil helps your skin age slower, and drinking hot sauce helps 

build your immune system.” But that was just the start of it. 

As we went on throughout the year, I saw Mr. Millet doing even crazier things. I would 

run into him running backwards in the hallways because he claimed it “helps with his back 

posture.” 
I would see him eating sticks of butter at break or lunch, because he claimed it was “the best 

fat you could eat for your body.” 

He would watch yoga, breathing and meditation videos, because he claimed it “brought him 

closer to Earth.” 
There were instances when students from other schools had heard about him and asked me 

All photos 
Special to The 
Canton News 
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�ank you for your support for the past year.

HAVE A 
MERRY AND A 

SAFE ! 
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On the 12th day of Christmas, Cantonians gave to 
me a beautifully decorated city!

All photos Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 
Canton is a town that comes alive with unparalleled charm and nostalgia during Christmastime. 

Known as the “City of Lights” for its extraordinary holiday displays, this small town weaves 

a tapestry of history, community, and festivity that captures the essence of the season. Every 

corner of Canton transforms into a wonderland, blending its rich heritage with the warmth and 

joy of Christmas, creating an unforgettable experience for residents and visitors alike.  

At the heart of the Christmas magic is the historic Courthouse Square, which becomes a glow-

ing centerpiece of celebration. Thousands of twinkling lights adorn the square, draped over the 

majestic Madison County Courthouse and the surrounding buildings. This enchanting display 

is not just a visual delight; it feels like stepping into a holiday postcard from a 

bygone era. The architecture of the courthouse and the preserved facades of the 

downtown shops enhance the vintage atmosphere, reminding everyone of Can-

ton’s deep historical roots.  One of the most anticipated events of the season is the Canton Christmas Festi-

val. The festival, running throughout December, features a host of activities that 

appeal to all ages. Children and adults alike marvel at the life-sized animated 

displays scattered around the square, depicting scenes of holiday cheer and clas-

sic Christmas tales. The air is filled with the sweet aroma of roasted nuts and hot 

cocoa, sold by vendors lining the streets, while carolers dressed in Victorian attire 

serenade passersby with timeless melodies.  For history lovers, Canton’s Christmas celebrations offer a unique blend 
of tradition and storytelling. The town is proud of its role in preserving 
Southern history, and during the holidays, this pride is on full display. 
Guided tours of the Victorian-era homes are a highlight, with many 
homeowners decorating their historic residences in period-appropriate 
Christmas décor. Walking through these homes feels like a journey back 
to the 19th century, as docents share anecdotes about the families who 
lived there and how they celebrated the season in simpler times.  
The Old Jail Museum, located near the square, becomes an even more 

popular destination during Christmas. Here, visitors can learn about 
Canton’s history while enjoying special holiday exhibits. The museum’s 
staff often hosts storytelling sessions, recounting tales of Christ-
mas traditions in the Deep South, interwoven with the town’s 
unique past.  Community spirit is another hallmark of Canton at Christmas-
time. The locals take pride in coming together to make the season 
special for everyone. From church choirs performing live Nativity 
scenes to the beloved Christmas parade, the sense of camaraderie 
is palpable. Children eagerly await their chance to meet 
Santa Claus, who sets up shop in a charming little house 
on the square, ready to hear their Christmas wishes.  
Canton’s magic during the holidays is more than its 

lights, decorations, or events; it’s about the atmosphere 
it creates. It’s the feeling of walking hand in hand with 
loved ones through streets glowing with lights, warmed by the knowl-
edge that this town treasures its traditions and its people. In Canton, 
Mississippi, Christmastime isn’t just a season—it’s a celebration of 
the past, a gathering of community, and a joyful reminder of the mag-
ic that resides in small-town life.

“and with that, the 2024 
               season comes to an end!”
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Fully stocked on Valentines Day gift! 
Shop Early for full selection! 

 Large selection - Bears, Cards and Millionaire Candy.

LOCAL HOMETOWN 
SERVICE

Canton Career Center receives virtual reality headsets

Special to The Canton News 

Lobaki recently donated three vir-
tual reality headsets to the Canton 
Career Center.  Today, the company 
trained the instructors of oDigital 

Media Technology, Collision Repair, 
Automotive and Health Science pro-
grams so they can have engaging, 
hands-on learning sessions with their 
students.
Ricky Ricardo, Lobaki’s direc-

tor of business development, and 
Yuan Nichols, an account specialist, 
demonstrated how the company is 
revolutionizing education and career 
training with advanced virtual reali-
ty (VR/XR) and augmented reality 

(AR) technologies. Lobaki officials 
emphasize that their innovative solu-
tions go beyond traditional teaching; 
they provide immersive, interactive 
experiences that create endless pos-
sibilities for students’ careers.

Special to The Canton News 
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Back To

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 

Helping you protect your #1.

State Farm  is #1 in individual life 
policies because people trust us to 
help protect their families and the 
moments that are most important 
in life. Let’s explore your options.

®

CALL ME TODAY.

School Special to The Canton News 

Angela Crain, a dedicated member 
of the Holmes Community College 

family for twen-
ty-two years, is 
retiring from her 
role as workforce 
development co-
ordinator.
“I would like to 

congratulate An-
gela on her retire-

ment,” said Vice 
President for Workforce Develop-
ment Dr. Mike Blankenship. 
“We have worked together for 
over twenty years, and she has 
done an incredible job for the 
citizens of our college district. 
Over the years, she has been the 
workforce coordinator for the 
automotive industry in Madi-
son County. She has coordinat-
ed the training for thousands 
of people seeking employment 
with Nissan and the supplier 
base located here. Angela will 
be greatly missed, and I want 
to personally wish her the best 
in her retirement.”
A graduate of Mississippi College 

with a bachelor of science in busi-
ness administration, school officials 
say Crain has been instrumental in 
supporting workforce development 
efforts at Holmes. They note that 
her commitment to education and 
her passion for service have left a 
lasting impact on the college and its 
students.
“For years, I have had the pleasure 

of working alongside Angela,” said 
Workforce Development Coordina-
tor Melissa Love. “Her wealth of 
knowledge in the field, her friend-
ship and leadership have been in-
valuable to me on a daily basis. She 
is a true servant to all those in need; 
her drive and strong work ethic have 
made an immeasurable impact on 

our communities, as well as Holmes 
CC.”
Prior to joining Holmes, Crain 

brought her expertise to various pro-
fessional roles, later enriching the 
Holmes community with her knowl-
edge and dedication.
Crain says her family has been a 

cornerstone of her life. Married to 
her husband, Gary Crain, for for-
ty-three years, she cherishes their 
two adult children, Phillip Crain 
(married to Amberly) and Shannon 
Coleman. She says her five grand-
sons - Brayden (13), Jase (10), Myl-

es (6), Bentley (13) and Bowen (11) 
- are her pride and joy, affectionately 
calling them her “basketball team.”
Beyond her professional and fam-

ily life, Crain is an active member 
of Lone Pine Baptist Church and has 
served on the Canton Career Center 
Student Services Advisory Board. In 
past years, she held leadership po-
sitions in organizations such as the 
Capital Area Human Resource As-
sociation, the Association of Train-
ing and Development, and the Board 
of Directors for Canton Stewpot, 
among others.
Reflecting on her time at Holmes, 

Crain shared, “Holmes will always 
hold a special place in my heart. This 
is home to me, and I have enjoyed 
working with all of you more than 

words can say. I loved every minute 
of my time here. I will miss all of 
you (some more than others), but I 
plan to be a frequent guest. Thank 
you for the past twenty-two years 
and all the wonderful memories. I 
will cherish each one and think of 
you often. I have truly been blessed 
to be a part of the Holmes family.”
In retirement, Crain says she looks 

forward to embarking on a new 
chapter guided by her faith. She 
plans to spend more time with her 
family, travel, fish and continue 
serving others.

“When I started working at 
Holmes in July 2006, Angela 
became an immediate friend,” 
said Holmes Ridgeland Campus 
Vice President Dr. Bronwyn 
Martin. “God knew exactly 
who I needed in my life when 
I met her. For almost twenty 
years, Angela Crain has been 
the person I looked forward to 
seeing every Monday after a 
long weekend apart. She is such 
a special person in my life. She 
surpasses friendship so much 
that I call her ‘My Person.’”
“Holmes CC has a wonderful 

way of facilitating lifelong friend-
ships, so I trust that we will remain 
wonderful friends for many years to 
come,” Dr. Martin said. “However, 
I will miss seeing her brilliant smile 
and hearing her voice on campus. 
Our friendship was brought togeth-
er by Holmes, and I am grateful God 
allowed our paths to cross when I 
needed her most. Her friendship has 
guided me through parenthood, los-
ing a parent and so many ups and 
downs along life’s way. As Angela 
retires, I am sad to see her go, but 
grateful God will continue to bless 
others with her presence. ‘A sweet 
friendship refreshes the soul,’ Prov-
erbs 27:9. May God continue to bless 
Angela as she starts her new jour-
ney.”

Angela Crain retires after 22 years of 
service to Holmes Community College
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Angela Crain

Special to The Canton News 

Kaitlyn Dixon was recently recog-
nized by the National Society of High 
School Scholars (NSHSS) for superior 
academic achievement.
NSHSS selected Dixon to become a 

lifetime member of the esteemed or-
ganization. The Society recognizes top 
scholars who have demonstrated out-
standing leadership, scholarship, and 
community commitment.
“We help students like Kaitlyn build 

on their academic success by connect-
ing them with learning experiences and 
resources to help them for college and 
meaningful careers,” stated co-founder 
Claes Nobel.

Kaitlyn Dixon recognized for academic excellence

Special to the Canton News
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

Special to The Canton News 

Madison County Business League 
& Foundation member Duane Mat-
thews with AWS presented the 
Canton Career Center (CCC) De-
cember “Student of the Month” 
award to Cauliek Carter. Carter is 
a senior in the work based learning 
program at the career center.
The purpose of the Student of the 

Month award program is to con-
nect businesses/industries with stu-
dents, promoting skills needed to 
fulfill the Madison County work-
force.
Pictured, left to right, are: Mi-

chael Ellis, director at CCC; Cau-
liek Carter, student at CCC; Duane 
Matthews, AWS; and Jan Collins, 
MCBL&F.

Carter awarded Canton Career
Center “Student of the Month”

Special to The Canton News 

Chamber celebrates Tigers Champion

Special to The Canton News 

The Canton High School Tigers recently celebrated their 5A Basketball Championship 
win. The team was recognized by the City of Canton Chamber of Commerce members, 
who sponsored and presented the athletes with their rings.
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Why you need dental insurance in retirement.

Medicare doesn’t pay for dental care.1

As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover 
everything. If you want protection, you need to purchase 
individual insurance.

Early detection can prevent small 
problems from becoming expensive ones.
The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive 
care. Experts recommend checkups twice a year. 

Previous dental work can wear out.
Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.2

Treatment is expensive — especially the 
services people over 50 often need.
Unexpected bills, like $190 for a filling, or $1,213 for a crown3

can be a real burden, especially if you’re on a fixed income.

Call for a FREE Information Kit!

1-866-825-0344
Dental50Plus.health/Clinton

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To fi nd a network provider, 
go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. This specifi c offer not available in CO, LA, NV, NY – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar 
offer in your state. Certifi cate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; NY: 
P154NY; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).
6247-0324

DENTAL Insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2024. 2 “Aging changes in teeth and gums”, medlineplus.gov, 4/17/2022. 3 American 
Dental Association, Health Policy Institute, 2020 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyright 2020, American Dental Association.

When you’re 
comparing plans ...

 Look for coverage that 
helps pay for major services. 

 Look for coverage 
with no deductibles.  

 Shop for coverage 
with no annual maximum 
on cash benefits. 

Simply put — without 
dental insurance, there 
may be an important 
gap in your healthcare 
coverage.

Your Trusted
Foundation
Repair Expert
Since 1933

Offer valid from 9/1/2024 to 1/1/2026. Only valid to new customers. $250 savings valid 
on projects $2,999 or more. Cannot be combined with any other offers or promotions. 
Offer is non-transferable, has no cash value and cannot be applied to previous purchases. 
Void where prohibited by law. Terms of offer are subject to change.

Schedule Your Free Evaluation!

(855) 274-4234

Payment Plans
as Low as $125/mo

FREE Home
Evaluations

Industry-Leading
Warranty Options

Patented
Technology

Limited Time Offer

Up to $250off
Foundation Repair

Water
Management

Basement
Wall Recovery

Crawl Space
Recovery

Concrete
Lifting

Foundation
Repair

Basement
Waterproofing

Our Services:

4.9 Rating -
3,000+Verified Reviews

4.8 Rating -
1,978+Verified Reviews

We help
families live
better.

Chamber celebrates Tigers Champion CPSD bids Thompson farewell

Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Public School District (CPSD) family recently bid a fond farewell to Joe 
Thompson, the assistant director of maintenance. After 15 years of loyal and dedicated 
service, Thompson is retiring. The district thanked him for his outstanding contributions 
and for always going above and beyond. 

Special to The Canton News 

Canton High School recently honored 
two alumni Tigers on their outstanding 
achievements for winning the SWAC 
Championship and HBCU National 

Championship. 
Former CHS athletes and current 

Jackson State University Tigers, Jaco-
bian Morgan and Tyquan Henderson 
were recognized for their Celebration 
Bowl win.

Special to The Canton News 

J. Morgan and T. Henderson 
recognized for achievements
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Students inducted into National Technical Honor Society

Special to The Canton News 

The Utica Campus of Hinds Community College recently inducted students, including Chayaria Jones of Canton, into the National Technical Honor Society. The mission of the 
National Technical Honor Society is “to advocate for and empower all students to pursue the skills needed to build their careers and the global workforce.” The honor society was 
founded to recognize excellence in technical students. Students are required to maintain a 3.0 GPA to be a member. Those inducted included (l to r):  LaTrenda Hudson of Terry, 
Clothing and Fashion Design Technology; Taylor Nelson of Jackson, Culinary Arts Technology; Maria Matos of Clinton, Clothing and Fashion Design; Shayaria Jones of Canton, 
Clothing and Fashion Design; and Da’JneaAntoine of Grenada, Radio and Television Production and Broadcasting Technology.
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
· Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles

· Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
· Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
(601) 857-5011

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

Special to The Canton News 

Firefighter JT Thompson of the 
Canton Fire Department is making 
a difference 
and has grad-
uated Class 
212 from the 
National Fire 

Protection 
Association 

(NFPA) 1001 
Firefighter 

I-II course 
held at the 

Mississip-
pi State Fire 
Academy in 
Jackson.
 The intense 
seven-week 

course in-
cludes on-
line, class-
room and 
hands-on in-
struction in 
the areas of 
fire behavior, 
fire suppres-
sion, rescue, 
incident com-
mand, hazardous materials and oth-
er fire-related topics.
 The Mississippi State Fire Acade-

my is a division of the Mississippi 
Insurance Department. State Fire 
Marshal Mike Chaney and Acade-

my Execu-
tive Direc-
tor Kelly 
Elliott con-
clude that 
firefighters, 

through 
their new-
ly-acquired 
skills and 
knowledge, 
will be an 
asset to the 
fire depart-
ments they 
represent. 
“We are 
confident 

the immedi-
ate impact 
and positive 

difference 
these fire-
fighters will 
make, not 
only with-
in their de-
partments, 

but also in their communities, will 
truly be substantial.” said Director 
Elliott.

Thompson answers the call

Special to the Canton News
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Come See Us 
or Rent Online!25% ALL 

UNITS
(for limited 
time only)

OFF

314 Soldiers Colony Rd., Canton, MS 39046
www.stowawayms.com

601-391-4120
CANTON LOCATION

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

CPSD Christmas ParadeCPSD Christmas Parade
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“it all started 
with a watermelon”
“it all started 
with a watermelon”
Kylie Melons is back open and excited to see you!

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 
323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

2025
HAPPY

NEW

YEAR!

2025
TAMALES

SAUSAGE

BURGER
MEAT

PORK
CHOPS

Canton Garden Club enjoys 
Governor’s Mansion visit

Special to The Canton News 

Recently the Canton Garden Club toured the Governor’s Mansion. The group enjoyed 
seeing the home decorated for the holiday season. 



January 2, 2025 10

By Courtney Warren

At a recent chapel, our amazing mid-
dle school principal shared the impor-
tance of responding to God’s call. He 
talked about surrendering your all and 
being able to know that we don’t have 
any regrets. 
One of his examples was never miss-

ing a tea party. He showed a slide filled 
with pictures of him attending various 
tea parties with his three daughters 
throughout the years. He talked about 
how any time his daughters invited 
him to a tea party, he always said yes, 
ensuring he would never regret miss-
ing parts of their childhood. 
After chapel, he invited teachers to 

hang around, in case any students 
wanted to talk to us. While we are pre-
paring them educationally, we are also 
truly striving to ensure our students 
are equipped spiritually as well – mak-
ing ourselves constantly available for 
those conversations. 
I hung around and watched a few stu-

dents talking to various teachers. When 
no one came up to me, I headed back 
to my classroom to help lead small 
groups. It was a great small group, 
with wonderful discussions as usual. 
However, once the bell rang, another 

student from a different group came 
into my room. I thought she just want-
ed to say hello, but she lingered. 

Eventually, she got to her true reason 
for being there. 
“Mrs. Warren, I’ve given my life to 

Christ, but I just don’t feel like I’m 
doing enough. How do I know if I’m 
doing enough?” she asked. 
This one blew me away. This scholar 

student, top of her grade, house lead-
er, was feeling like she wasn’t doing 
enough. She is a student that I can al-
ways count on, one who I know goes 
above and beyond, and “falling short” 
is just not in her vocabulary. 
It was a great conversation. We are 

never going to be enough. 
I equated it to loving my daughter. 

She doesn’t have to do anything to 
earn my love and attention. I just want 
her to be a good person. I just want her 
to love and be kind. Even if she falls 
short and doesn’t do those things, it 
will never make me love her less. She 
doesn’t have to be “enough,” because 
she is already so much more than that. 
Unfortunately, we are always going 

to feel like we aren’t doing enough – 
especially if we are overachievers. We 
will always feel like we are rushed, 
or fall short, or let someone down. I 
think that’s why it’s so important to 
tell people they matter. Tell people we 
are proud of them; even if they seem to 
know that already. 
I shared all of this with that student. 

Letter from the editor: We are never going to be enough

We agreed that we can pray and leave 
these feelings of inadequacy with God. 
We are going to fail every day. But 
every time we come back to God, His 
arms are wide open. He’s missed us. 
He’s always ready for a tea party. 
No regrets. No missed opportunities. 

No missed moments. I’d hate to look 
back on my life and see chunks of it 
missing. Because I felt too busy. Be-
cause I felt like it wasn’t worth my 
time. 
I’m seated. I’ve got time. I want to be 

at all of the tea parties. 

Photo by Laura Stevens

One of the fanciest tea parties I have ever attended. 
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The City of Lights was once again 
magical this season because of our 
community and all of our visitors 

that came out to fulfill another year 
of family tradition. 

Thanks to each entity, sponsor, and 
volunteer that helped to create and 

support our little town and 
community."

Letter from the editor: We are never going to be enough Canton Public Schools give back

Special to The Canton News 

Recently the Canton Public School District Central Office donated over 100 canned 
goods to Our Daily Bread Ministries to help those in need during the holiday season.
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million
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$21+ 15,000+ 200+
Building our present, investing in our future.

www.NissanManufacturing.com

By Courtney Warren

As 2025 approaches, bibliophiles 
around the world are buzzing with ex-
citement over an incredible lineup of 
upcoming book releases. Just when 
you thought my bookshelves couldn’t 
get any fuller…we had more built in 
the guest room. There is something for 
everyone in 2025, and I pray that you 
find the time to read something 
wonderful. Here are 
some of the most 
anticipated books 
set to make waves 
in 2025:
Onyx Storm by Re-

becca Yarros
Rebecca Yarros, 

the bestselling author 
known for her mas-
terful storytelling and 
heart-pounding romance, 
is set to release Onyx 
Storm. This book is the lat-
est installment in her wildly 
popular fantasy series that 
blends high-stakes adventure 
with deeply emotional char-
acter arcs. Fans are eager to 
dive back into Yarros’s richly 
imagined world, complete with 
political intrigue, magical bat-
tles, and swoon-worthy relation-
ships. Early teasers suggest that Onyx 
Storm will explore themes of redemp-
tion and sacrifice, while delivering the 
action-packed narrative her readers 
have come to expect. This book is ab-
solutely addicting, but please note that 
it is in no way appropriate for young 
adult readers, due to explicit content. 
Sunrise on the Reaping by Suzanne 

Collins
Suzanne Collins, the mastermind be-

hind The Hunger Games, returns with 
Sunrise on the Reaping, a prequel that 
promises to shed new light on the dys-
topian world of Panem. This book re-
portedly delves into the origins of the 
Hunger Games themselves, focusing 
on the fraught period that led to the 
Capitol’s oppressive rule. I am so ex-
cited to learn about the history of some 
of the districts in the story, as well as 
what fueled the rebellion. Collins has 
such skill when it comes to creating 
characters and world-building, so I 
have no doubt this book will be a huge 
success. 

Rebel Witch by Kristin Ciccarelli
Kristin Ciccarelli, beloved for her 

enchanting tales of magic and self-dis-
covery, is set to release Rebel Witch. 
This is book two in the Crimson Moth 
series, and I kept 
book one on 
my 

shelf 
for far too long. Af-

ter a reading slump, I picked the story 
up and, within a day, was turning the 
final page. According to the publish-
er, when Rune makes Gideon an offer 
he can’t refuse, the two must pair up 
to accomplish dangerous goals. The 

On the shelf: Books to look forward to in 2025
more they’re forced into each other’s 
company, the more Gideon realizes the 
feelings he had for Rune aren’t as dead 
and buried as he thought. Now he’s 
faced with a terrible choice: sacrifice 

the girl he loves 
to stop a mon-

ster tak-

ing back 
power, or let Rune 
live and watch the world he fought so 
hard for burn. This will be the end to a 
duology. 
Mark Twain by Ron Chernow
Renowned biographer Ron Chernow, 

whose previous works on Alexander 
Hamilton and Ulysses S. Grant have 
become modern classics, turns his lens 
to one of America’s greatest literary 
icons: Mark Twain. In Mark Twain, 
Chernow delves deep into the life of 
Samuel Clemens, exploring the man 
behind the pen name. This comprehen-
sive biography promises to shed light 
on Twain’s personal struggles, his 

biting wit, and his profound 
influence on Amer-
ican literature and 
culture. Readers 

can expect a meticu-
lously researched and 

engaging narrative 
that captures the com-

plexities of a man who 
was both a humorist and 

a fierce social critic. For 
fans of history and liter-

ature, this biography is a 
must-read.
Don’t Trust Fish by Neil 

Sharpson
Neil Sharpson, celebrated 

for his genre-bending story-
telling, returns with Don’t Trust 

Fish. This picture book promis-
es to be wonderful, as Dan Santat 

is the illustrator. Santat is known 
for his illustrations and even won 

the coveted Caldecott Medal for 
his work. Why, dear reader, must 
you NEVER EVER trust fish? 1) 
They spend all their time in the water, 

where we can’t see them; 2) Some are 
as big as a bus—that is not okay; 3) We 
don’t know what they’re teaching in 
their “schools;” and  4) They are likely 
plotting our doom.
Conclusion
The literary offerings of 2025 prom-

ise a thrilling year for readers of all 
genres. From Rebecca Yarros’s epic 
fantasy Onyx Storm to Ron Chernow’s 
illuminating biography of Mark Twain, 
there’s something to captivate every 
imagination. Whether you’re drawn to 
dystopian worlds, magical rebellions, 
or incisive historical analysis, the 
year’s upcoming releases are sure to 
deliver unforgettable stories that will 
linger in the hearts and minds of read-
ers everywhere. Prepare your shelves 
and clear your calendars—2025 is 
shaping up to be a landmark year in 
publishing!
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110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7am-8pm

Sun. 8am-7pm Ha�y
New Year!

Check out our ads at 

and on Facebook at 
www.pigglywigglycantonms.com

Piggly Wiggly 
Canton MS 

By Courtney Warren

Nestled in the heart of Madi-
son County, it’s no secret that our 
sweet Canton is a treasure trove of 
history, culture, and Southern hos-
pitality. With its charming streets, 
vibrant events, and unique attrac-
tions, Canton offers something for 
everyone. Here are eight ways to 
explore and fall back in love with 
our town while supporting local 
businesses and preserving its rich 
heritage.  

1. Explore the Historic Canton 
Courthouse Square
At the heart of Canton lies its 
iconic Courthouse Square, home 
to the stunning Madison County 
Courthouse built in 1855. The 
square is a National Historic 
Landmark and a hub of activi-
ty, surrounded by boutiques, an-
tique shops, and eateries housed 
in charming historic buildings. 
Take a leisurely stroll, admire 
the architecture, and browse lo-
cal stores for one-of-a-kind trea-
sures.  
2. Dive into history at the Can-
ton Museum of History or the 
Old Jail Museum
History buffs will love the Can-
ton Museum of History, which 
showcases the town’s journey 
through time. The museum fea-

tures exhibits on Canton’s Civil 
War history, its role in the Civil 
Rights Movement, and its Hol-
lywood connections—several 
films, including A Time to Kill 
and O Brother, Where Art Thou?, 
were shot here. Visiting the Old 
Jail museum not only enriches 
your understanding of Canton 
but also supports efforts to pre-
serve its heritage as you learn the 
well-researched and curated his-
tory from the historical society. 
3. Experience Southern cuisine 
at local restaurants
Canton’s food scene is as rich as 
its history. Supporting these lo-
cal establishments not only guar-
antees a delicious meal but also 
helps sustain the local economy.  
 4. Shop Local at the Canton 
Flea Market
Held twice a year, the Canton Flea 
Market is one of the South’s pre-
mier arts and crafts fairs. Thou-
sands of vendors and shoppers 
gather on the Courthouse Square 
to showcase and purchase hand-
made goods, from pottery and 
jewelry to artwork and home dé-
cor. Shopping here is a fantastic 
way to find unique items while 
supporting local artisans and 
small businesses. When the flea 
market is not in town, the Canton 

Discover Canton, Mississippi: 8 ways to enjoy and support your hometown

Square is still home to many lo-
cal businesses and restaurants for 
you to explore. 
5. Visit the Mississippi Blues 
Trail Markers
Canton is part of the famed Mis-
sissippi Blues Trail, which cele-
brates the state’s role in shaping 
American music. Visit the trail 

markers in town to learn about 
Canton’s contributions to the 
blues genre and its connection to 
legendary musicians. It’s a must-
see for music lovers and a great 
way to connect with Mississippi’s 
cultural legacy.  
6. Immerse yourself in the Can-

cont. on page 16

Special to The Canton News 
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It’s your community.

Williams honored in pinning ceremony for Luckyday Scholars

Special to The Canton News 

Bella Williams is among the new 
cohort of Mississippi State Lucky-
day Scholars recently honored in a 
pinning ceremony featuring MSU 
President Mark E. Keenum and the 
Board of the Luckyday Foundation. 
Williams is a freshman interior 

design major from Canton.

Established by the late Frank Rog-
ers Day, the Jackson-based Lucky-
day Foundation provides scholar-
ship funding of up to $6,000 per 
year, for a total of up to $24,000 
over four years, to each student se-
lected for the program. Luckyday 
Scholars are exemplary students 
with the goal of becoming college 
graduates who possess invaluable 

Special to The Canton News 

leadership skills, a strong work 
ethic and a commitment to commu-
nity stewardship. Applicants must 
have a minimum 3.5 high school 
GPA and participate in an intensive 
application process. 
Luckyday Scholars are actively 

engaged in this holistic program, 
which includes a freshman-year 
seminar and mentoring, designat-

ed housing to encourage connec-
tions, and opportunities to grow as 
leaders through servant leadership 
programming. Participants com-
mit to a minimum of ten service 
hours per semester with a single 
agency, which enhances the pro-
gram’s fundamental principles: 
scholarship, community, service 
and leadership.

Discover Canton, Mississippi: 8 ways to enjoy and support your hometown
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Friends, Family, 
and Fellow 
Community Members,

I am excited to share a decision that fills me with immense pride, purpose, and a 

deep sense of responsibility. I am honored to announce my candidacy for mayor of 

Canton. I am an experienced former Alderwomen who enjoyed serving the citizens 

of Canton for 8 years.

I have always believed in the strength of our community, and the way we support 

each other and celebrate together when things are good. We need leadership that 

is transparent, inclusive, and committed to action.

Let me be clear: I am not running because I think the work will be easy. I am running 

because I know our community deserves better, and I am willing to work tirelessly 

for every single one of you.

I will lead with integrity, and honesty, and focus on listening to the voices of those 

often unheard. My campaign will focus on high taxes, gas prices, crime, economic 

development, improving our schools, community clean-ups, and much more.

If given the chance to serve as your mayor I will fight, fight, fight, for you!

Sincerely,

Daphne Johnson Sims

Comcast broadband celebrates expansion

Special to The Canton News 

Madison County Business League and Foundation (MCBL&F) officials say they were excited to celebrate the recent commencement of Comcast’s broadband expansion project in 
northwest Madison County. They noted that it is a “great step forward for our community.”

ton Christmas Festival
Canton transforms into a winter 
wonderland during the holiday 
season. The annual Canton Christ-
mas Festival, also known as the 
“City of Lights,” is a magical 
event featuring dazzling light dis-
plays, horse-drawn carriage rides, 
and visits with Santa. This festive 
tradition brings the community 
together and draws visitors from 
far and wide, making it an excel-
lent opportunity to shop local and 
support the town’s businesses.  
7. Relax at the Canton Multi-
cultural Center and Museum
This museum is dedicated to cele-
brating Canton’s diverse heritage. 
Through its exhibits, visitors can 
learn about the cultural and ethnic 
influences that have shaped the 
town over the years. The center 
also hosts events and educational 
programs that foster community 
connections and appreciation for 
the town’s rich diversity.  
8. Enjoy outdoor fun at Natchez 
Trace Parkway
Just a short drive from Canton, 
the Natchez Trace Parkway of-
fers a scenic escape into nature. 
Whether you enjoy hiking, bik-
ing, or picnicking, this historic 
trail provides a serene setting for 
outdoor activities. Visiting the 
parkway is a great way to unwind 

while appreciating the natural 
beauty that surrounds Canton.  
Looking for a place to stay when 
you’re not outdoors? Canton is 
home to several hotels. 

Why Supporting Local Matters
Canton thrives on the dedication 

of its residents and the support of 
visitors. By shopping local, dining 
at family-owned restaurants, and 
attending community events, you 
play a vital role in sustaining the 
town’s economy and preserving 
its unique character. Small busi-
nesses are the backbone of Can-
ton, and every purchase helps 
keep the town vibrant and wel-
coming for future generations.  
As you explore Canton, remem-

ber that each historic site, artisan 
shop, and locally-owned restau-
rant contributes to the fabric of 
this charming Mississippi town. 
Whether you’re discovering its 
past or savoring its present, Can-
ton offers countless reasons to 
celebrate and support your home-
town.  
Canton, with its blend of histo-

ry, culture, and community spirit, 
invites everyone to slow down, 
savor its beauty, and become a 
part of its story. Make a day—
or a weekend—of exploring this 
Southern gem and rediscover the 
joy of supporting local.

cont. from page 14

Discover
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COME TOUR TODAY!
CANTON

1421 A-East Peace Street
(601) 855-5760

www.madisoncountynursinghome.com/assisted-living

OPEN HOUSES EACH MONTH
AT SEASONS ASSISTED LIVING!

Experience Carefree living!
Make it the next chapter

in your story.

Comcast broadband celebrates expansion

Special to The Canton News 

Holmes Community College suc-
cessfully launched Mississippi’s first 
Amazon Web Services (AWS) Infor-
mation Infrastructure Pre-Apprentice-
ship (I2PA) program, designed to equip 
participants with in-demand skills for 
careers in information infrastructure. 
There have only been two other I2PA 
programs in the nation so far. The four-
week program ran from Nov. 4-Dec. 
6, concluding with an opportunity for 
graduates to network with subject mat-
ter experts from AWS as well as other 
vendors and contractors on the last day.
Graduates of the program includ-

ed Nicole Arbour, James Austin, 
Nicholas Beasley, Robert Burgess, 
Romello Carter, Alysia Green, Bren-
don Groves, Brittany Hobson, Gabri-
el Hopkins, Bryant Jackson, Travis 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Ryan Korn, 
Andrew Levine, John Munn, Daniel 
Rosenbloom, Bre Anna Sanders, Bri-
an Shook, Mikel Stephen, Albert Tay-
lor, Hanson Tran and Alana Woodruff. 
Cham Blain, Ben Kay and Larry Tait 
served as program instructors, with 
various industry representatives com-
ing in to lead trainings, as well.
During the AWS I2PA program, par-

ticipants completed 30 hours of hands-
on training each week, learning the 
skills needed to build, connect, pow-

er and operate the infrastructure that 
drives the global information economy. 
Training was conducted using the tools 
and materials found in the field, pro-
viding practical, job-ready experience 
in AWS cloud technology, networking 
and security. Participants explored key 
elements of mission-critical building 
projects, including fiber optics, electri-
cal and mechanical systems, computer 
servers, and the software used in the 
design and construction of these fa-
cilities and systems. They gained in-
sights into high-demand careers and 
performed work functions typically 
found in real-world job settings.
Additionally, the apprenticeship 

program sharpened participants skills 
applicable to any career, including 
problem-solving, time management, 
teamwork, persistence and effective 
collaboration. While completing the 
training, they earned industry-re-
quired certificates—including AWS 
I2PA and OSHA 10—and were com-
pensated. The program was part of 
AWS’s broader commitment to creat-
ing a more diverse and inclusive tech 
workforce by providing accessible 
pathways into high-growth careers. 
It aligned with Holmes’ mission to 
provide relevant, high-quality edu-
cational opportunities that empower 
individuals to succeed in a global so-
ciety.

Holmes Community College 
celebrates recent AWS graduates

Special to The Canton News 

Discover
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Weatherproof 
your home to

protect against
the cold.
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Make sure
 your car is 
ready for 

winter travel

If power lines
are down, call

your local utility
and emergency

services.
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Prepare yourself
for exposure to
winter weather.
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Be Ready! Winter Weather

CA Panthers donate to those in need
Recently, Canton Academy elementary 
students and families made numerous 
donations to the Christmas Missions 
Market. CA fifth graders got to deliver 
hundreds of blankets, Christmas 
decorations, books, socks, slippers and 
more to the residents of the Madison 
County Nursing Home. 

The Canton NewsSpecial to 
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SAVE NOW. ENJOY LATER.SAVE NOW. ENJOY LATER.
Open a Christmas Stash account today!Open a Christmas Stash account today!

Visit us today or learn more at www.priorityonebank.com.

Bryan places second in essay contest

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton Academy

Canton Academy seventh grader 
Heath Bryan recently placed second 
in the state of Mississippi for the Farm 
Bureau essay contest, winning a $75 
cash prize. The topic of the essay was, 
“Why is Agriculture Important?” 
Bryan wrote, “Agriculture is import-

ant, because it provides food, jobs, 
and helps protect the environment. 
That is why we should all appreciate 

farmers and the hard work they do to 
make sure we have what we need to 
live.” 
He discussed how agriculture isn’t 

just growing crops and raising ani-
mals; it’s more than that. Agriculture 
is also the truck drivers who deliv-
er the food people eat, the chefs in 
the restaurants who are cooking the 
meals, and all citizens protecting the 
environment so that everyone can eat 
tomorrow. 
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

 

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

wishing you a Happy New Years!

Courtesy of The Canton-Madison County 
Historical Society

A timeless piece of history: Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Canton, 
MS – date unknown. This beauti-
ful landmark has been an integral 
part of our community’s story, and 
we’re proud to help preserve its 
rich heritage.
Join us in honoring the legacy 

of Sacred Heart and other histori-
cal treasures of Canton-Madison 
County. Stay connected for more 
glimpses into our local history and 
ways to get involved with the Can-
ton-Madison County Historical So-
ciety. 

Special to The Canton News 

Way back when: Sacred Heart Catholic Church


